Congenital broncho-oesophageal fistula associated with bronchiectasis in adults. Report of two cases and review of the literature.
Congenital broncho-oesophageal fistula is a rare entity in adult patients. This anomaly may cause various symptoms such as respiratory infections, coughing bouts when eating or drinking and even haemoptysis. Even rarer than its occurrence with the above-mentioned symptoms is its presentation with bronchiectasis. A congenital broncho-oesophageal fistula presenting with bronchiectasis in a 28-year-old male and 36-year-old female are described. In reported cases, symptoms of chronic recurrent pulmonary suppuration were initially attributed to alternative aetiologies. In both cases, with such an unusual presentation, the observation of the fistulous tract was coincidental. Surgical division of the fistula associated with lobectomy resulted in complete resolution of symptoms.